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Happy New Year to everyone! Here's to making 2012 your best year ever. I

know I'm looking forward to putting new bugs on my chaps and helmet.
We had our Jan. 1 get together at Prime Cut this year. A total of 16 people

attended, which is a pretty good turn out. Alfreda Claver won the $11 50/50
and John won the $10 50/50. Congratulations to both of them. The Chapter
pocketed $20. Phil won the digital tire gauge door prize but deferred to give :_.
L Riregig= Diajglle someone else a chance. Second time around Rosa Devier won it. A small purse
2 View fromithe'sadale was also offered as a woman's prize and it was won by Alfreda, as well. I hope
she bought a Lotto ticket that day. The high mileage of the year will be
announce at the Jan. 15 get together after everyone sends Phil their ending
3 Editors Notes mileage. Remember: you can add up all your bikes to get your ending mileage.
Phil announced that the Chapter will be giving the High Mlleage winner a
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View from the Saddle

/View from the Saddle:

Tailgunner’s Thoughts... by Steve & Amy Hodges, Assistant Directors, Chapter W

Since we were in Iowa for the New Year’s Get-Together, please accept our personal “Happy New Years!”
greetings. Sounds like a good turn-out and, as usual, fun was had by all present. Sorry we missed it!!

It’s hard to be at this point in the year and not start having thoughts (dreams) about getting back on the

open road on two/three wheels. We already know of some certain trips, such as Cabin Fever in Fremont,
District Convention in Rapid City again, the Natural Bridge ride, and the Wyoming District Convention,

and the yet to be finalized West Coast Trip. What remains to be seen is WHO we’ll meet on those

adventures, WHAT (fun) we’ll have that’s new and different, and HOW we’ll learn and grow as a result of

our experiences. That’s what makes us do it all over again year after year, and WE ARE READY to ride

in 2012. Hope you are, too. ;

As we head into the new year, we all need to be keeping our eyes open for new members. As noted in prior
communications, GWRRA is sponsoring a “new member” competition, and that should help us get - - ==
motivated to look for new members for Chapter W. We are looking at the potential helping start a new
chapter in North Platte or Broken Bow, so if you have any acquaintances in those communities, seek out
contact info for Wing owners who we can get in touch with. Let’s all commit to seeking those new
members and get them in on the fun!

As I write this the weather forecast is on TV, and it may be we’ll need to get out on the Wing tomo e

- night as it’s predicted to be in the upper 50°s. Hope to see you out on the road... sog e i
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Oklahoma on their way to and from Wing Ding. Steve and Amy were able to get together with
their son during part of the trip. They set a record for riding in hot weather of 109 degrees.

Steve and Jennie Knode also got a touch of the “oven” going through Oklahoma on the
way to Wing Ding where they met up with Steve’s brother and wife.

My trip to Wing Ding involved two of the most memorable events. One occurred at the
Knoxville Zoo on the first night when I was standing by the elephant enclosure. I had a red
Nebraska hat but the elephant obviously identified me as a lawyer because at one point in time
he picked up some elephant dung and flung it at me from 30 feet away. Don’t worry ---- good
news --—-- he missed. The second part of the trip I really enjoyed was the 610 mile day that took
me up through Cleveland, Ohio and across Indiana into Illinois. There were several days of
riding with no wind that really made parts of the trip enjoyable.

I am sure everyone has their memories of special trips they made in 2011. I am sure we L
are all motivated to look forward to different highways and states for 2012. -

The following are the results of the 2011 mileage reports:

Phil Kelly 10,301
Steve Knode 10,100
John Oliver 5,180 »
Steve McClean 7,546
@y, == RonDivier 4,900 & 'y
g ==_  Tom Casselman 2,917 de= ':__._ .
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Phil Kelly modeling his new boxer shorts -r:..,
(is there anything this guy won’t do) -

We had a good turnout for the January 1* annual luncheon. Three brave souls even
rode their machines. See picture below. I was personally happy that the ride from home to the
luncheon was short because it only got up to 36 degrees.




July West Coast Trip. There has been continuing discussion about the planned trip to the West
Coast in July. Right now several riders will be leaving Scottsbluff on Saturday, June 30. We are
heading north into Montana and hopefully into Canada with the goal of arriving in
Vancouver/Seattle on July 3. Depending upon the way we go, the trip out will be between 1300 and

1500 miles. Phil will be meeting with some family on the 3" 4™ and 5™ The group will get back ]

together on Friday morning, July home W ve goal of heading south down the
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